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Plate-like Na2Ti3O7 crystals were successfully grown from a NaNO3 flux at large scale growth. NaNO3 acted as the solute (i.e., Na 
source) as well as the flux for the growth of Na2Ti3O7 crystals. The grown crystals were ordinarily obtained as aggregates having 
layered structure. The crystal phase and size uniformity were dependent on the growth conditions such as the milling time of raw 
materials, heating time and crystal growth area in a crucible. In addition, washing methods and ion removal abilities of the grown 
Na2Ti3O7 crystals were discussed due to satisfy water standards for application in industrial fields. The large scale-grown Na2Ti3O7
crystals exhibited better ion removal abilities than various commercial filtering mediums.  
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Fig.1  Schematic illustration of crystal growth areas in an 
alumina crucible. 
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Table1  Growth conditions of Na2Ti3O7 crystals. 

Run  Solute conc. 
(mol%)  

Solute Flux 
Milling time

/ h 
Holding time 

/ h  Washing Na2CO3 
/ g 

TiO2 
/ g 

NaNO3 
/ g 

1  20  96.24 435.12 308.64 24 20  
 
2  20  96.24 435.12 308.64 24 30  
 
3  20  96.24 435.12 308.64 72 20  
 
4  20  96.24 435.12 308.64 120 20  
 
5  20  96.24 435.12 308.64 120 20  tap water 
6  20  96.24 435.12 308.64 120 20  warm water 
7  20  96.24 435.12 308.64 120 20  HCl 
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Fig.2  XRD patterns (Cu K�) of typical crystals grown at the 
milling time of 24 h and the holding times of (a-f) 20 h (Run No. 1) 
and (g-l) 30 h (Run No. 2). The crystals were obtained at (a,g) the 
top center, (b,h) the top periphery, (c,i) the middle center, (d,j) the 
middle periphery, (e,k) the bottom center and (f,l) the bottom 
periphery.  
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Fig.3  XRD patterns (Cu K�) of typical crystals grown at the 
holding time of 20 h and the milling times of (a-f) 72 h (Run No.3) 
and (g-l) 120 h (Run No.4). The crystals were obtained at (a,g) the 
top center, (b,h) the top periphery, (c,i) the middle center, (d,j) the 
middle periphery, (e,k) the bottom center and (f,l) the bottom 
periphery.  
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Fig.4  SEM images of typical crystals grown at the milling time of 
120 h and the holding time of 20 h (Run No.4). The crystals were 
obtained at (a) the top center, (b) the top periphery, (c) the middle 
center, (d) the middle periphery, (e) the bottom center and (f) the 
bottom periphery.  
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Fig.7  XRD patterns (Cu K�) of typical crystals obtained after 
washing with (a) tap water (Run No.5), (b) warm water (Run No.6) 
and (c) HCl (Run No.7).  
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